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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This non-final action is in response to applicant's communication on February 1 1 , 
2004, wherein claims 1-64 are currently pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 14, 17, 18, 19, 37-38, 48 and 60 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: Claims 14, 17, 18, 19, 37-38, 48 and 60 are claims which depend from 
dependant claims but are separated by claims which do not also depend from said 
dependant claim. 

A series of singular dependent claims is permissible in which a dependent claim 
refers to a preceding claim which, in turn, refers to another preceding claim. 

A claim which depends from a dependent claim should not be separated by any 
claim which does not also depend from said dependent claim. It should be kept in mind 
that a dependent claim may refer to any preceding independent claim. In general, 
applicant's sequence will not be changed. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 

Appropriate correction/clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-2, 22-23, 28-29, 32-34, 36, 39-40, 51-52, 63-64 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703). 

5. In reference to claims 1 Kaufman discloses a method, a system, and a computer 
readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a computer, the 
program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of participating users flffl 
0063, and 0087), and implementing steps, comprising: 

(a) organizing a plurality of individual lists flf 0005 with 0025-0026, 
0033-0034, 0044-0046, 0052, and 0063-0065), 

each individual list associated with a different participating user and 
including a plurality of entries (1ffl 0010 [colleague item list exists] with 
0025, 0044-0046, and 0064-065) 

each entry describing an item to be obtained or located by the 
associated user during the activity flffl 0025 [lines 7-17 of the paragraph], 
0028 ["Tasks of the Client Wireless Component (210) include determining 
the present location of the current user from GPS data (702) as well as 
forwarding (704) the location information to the Active Calendar 
Components (108a to 108z)], 0044-0046, and 0034); and 

(b) providing each individual list to a different one of a plurality of 
electronic devices 0025-0027, 0063-0064, 0065 [lines 18-21], and 0067), 

each electronic device accessible to a different one of the 
participating users flffl 0027, 0063-0064, 0065 [lines 1-21], and 0067), 
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wherein each participating user can access the associated 
individual list and obtain or locate the items described on that user's 
individual list during the activity (Iflf 0027-0028, 0063-0064, 0065 [lines 1- 
24], and 0067). 

6. In reference to claims 2, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the activity is a shopping 
activity to obtain items in one or more shopping areas, and the participating users are 
participating shoppers (fflf 0061-0065). 

7. In reference to claims 22, Kaufman discloses a method, a system, and a 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users Offl 0063, and 0087), and implementing steps comprising: 

(a) receiving an individual list on an electronic device accessible by a 
participating user flffl 0025 [lines 13-16], 0034, and 0042), 

the individual list including at least one entry flj 0034 [entries]), 
each entry describing an associated item to be obtained or located 

by the participating user during the activity flffl 0065, 0019, 0010, and 

0056); and 

(b) sending out updates and changes to the individual list during the 
activity over a communication link flflf 0046, 0046, and 0065 [lines 19-44]), 
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wherein at least one other electronic device accessible to another 
one of the participating users can receive the sent updates and changes 
(Hi 0065, and 0046-0060). 

8. In reference to claim 23, it recites substantially the same limitations as in claim 2 
and is rejected using the same art and rationale described above. 

9. In reference to claims 28, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, further comprising communicating 
messages between the electronic device and other electronic devices to allow 
communication between the participating shoppers during the shopping activity (ffif 
0025-0027, 0044, 0065 [lines 32-44], and 0067). 

10. In reference to claims 29, Kaufman discloses a method for coordinating the 
shopping activity of a plurality of participating shoppers, the method comprising: 

(a) providing a plurality of portable electronic devices, each electronic 
device accessible to a different one of the participating shoppers 0008-0009, 
0025 with 0064-0067); and 

(b) facilitating the shopping activity of the participating shoppers in a 
shopping area via the electronic devices by allowing communication between 
participating shoppers 0025, 0044, and 0064-0065) and 



Application/Control Number: 10/776,492 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3623 

allowing each shopper to locate at least one other shopper in the 
shopping area during the shopping activity Offl 0008-0009, 0063, 0065, 
0025-0027, and 0044). 

11. In reference to claims 33, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, further comprising sensing the 
location of the participating shoppers using a sensor system and providing each 
electronic device with information allowing each participating shopper to monitor the 
locations of at least one other shopper in a shopping area flffl 0008-0009, 0065 [lines 7- 
18]), 0025, 0044, and 0046). 

12. In reference to claims 34, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, further comprising: 

generating a plurality of individual lists, each individual list associated with 
a different participating shopper and including entries describing items to be 
obtained by the associated shopper while shopping flffl 0005, 0025-0026, 0033- 
0034, 0044-0046, 0052, and 0063-0065); and 

providing each individual list to a different one of a plurality of electronic 
devices, each electronic device accessible to a different one of the participating 
shoppers, wherein each participating shopper can view the associated individual 
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list in order to obtain the items described on that shopper's individual list during 
the shopping activity flffl 0025-0026, 0033-0034, 0044-0046, 0052, and 0063- 
0065). 

13. In reference to claims 36, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein, during the shopping 
activity, a shopper can designate an entry on that shopper's individual list to indicate 
that the associated item has been or is being obtained, wherein the designated entry is 
communicated to the other electronic devices of the other shoppers flffl 0065 [lines 18- 
21 and lines 32-44], 0027, and 0034-0044). 

14. In reference to claims 39-40, claims 39-40 recite substantially similar limitations 
to claims 1-2 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale 
set forth above. 

15. In reference to claims 51-52, claims 51-52 recite substantially similar limitations 
to claims 1-2 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale 
set forth above. 

16. In reference to claims 63-64, claims 63-64 recite substantially similar limitations 
to claim 22 and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 3-6, 10-14, 19-21, 24-26, 30-31, 35, 37-38, 41-44, 46-48, 53-56, 58-60 

and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaufman et al. 
(U.S. 2002/0120703) as applied to claims 1-2, 22-23, 28-36, 39-40, and 51-52 above, 
and further in view of Marks, (U.S. 6,876,977). 

19. In reference to claim 3, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above. However, Kaufman does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the entries are assigned to the individual lists so as to 
achieve an approximately equal shopping time for each participating shopper. 

Marks discloses wherein the entries are assigned to the individual lists so as to 
achieve an approximately equal shopping time for each participating shopper (col. 2, 
lines 35-54 [where the shoppers are given "equal" shopping time before the cart in 
purged]). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration system of Kaufman wherein the entries are assigned to the individual lists 
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so as to achieve an approximately equal shopping time for each participating shopper 
as taught by Marks since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 

20. In reference to claim 4, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein each individual list is 
generated from a master list that includes entries describing all the items desired to be 
obtained, wherein the entries of the master list are divided between the individual lists 
(1H| 0064-0065 [where the "To Do List," which can be accessible by one user and the list 
is public to a select group of people, is a master list containing all the items desired to 
be obtained by all the users in the "select group of users"]). 

21 . In reference to claim 5, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, further comprising facilitating 
communication between participating shoppers via the electronic devices during the 
shopping activity flffl 0044, 0064, and 0065 [lines 7-21 of the paragraph]). 

22. In reference to claim 6, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 



Application/Control Number: 10/776,492 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3623 

computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein during the shopping activity, 
a shopper can designate an entry on that shopper's individual list to indicate that the 
associated item has been or is being obtained (U 0065 [lines 32-35]), wherein the 
designated entry and its designated status are communicated to the other electronic 
devices of the other shoppers (fflf 0065 [lines 18-21 and lines 32-44], 0027, and 0034- 
0044). 

23. In reference to claim 10, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein a shopper can view the 
master list from that shopper's electronic device (fflf 0064, 0065 [especially lines 7-12 
and lines 32-44], 0066, and 0070 [lines 7-12]). 

24. In reference to claim 1 1 , Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein a shopper can designate an 
entry on the master list to indicate that the item associated with the marked entry has 
been obtained, wherein the designated entry is communicated to the other electronic 
devices of the other shoppers and is designated as having been obtained on the 
individual list including the same entry as the marked entry 0065 [lines 32-44]). 
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25. In reference to claim 12, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein a shopper may add an 
entry to that shopper's individual list, wherein the added entry is communicated and 
visible to at least one other electronic device of a participating shopper flj 0065 [lines 
32-44]). 

26. In reference to claim 13, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the added entry is not 
communicated and not visible to the other electronic devices of the other participating 
shoppers 0J 0065 [lines 32-44 discloses a user adding entries into the system which can 
be seen by other users], and If 0067 [further discloses that "the users can 
determine. ..that... colleagues have access to some information but not other information 
thus protecting privacy and confidentiality"]). 

27. In reference to claim 14, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the facilitation of 
communication between shoppers includes allowing a shopper to input a message to 
that shopper's electronic device and transmitting the message to one or more electronic 
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devices fl| 0065 [lines 32-44], and If 0067), and Kaufman further discloses that the 
electronic devices can be a portable, location aware, connected device flffl 0065 [line 
20], 0025, and 0035-0048). However, Kaufman does not explicitly disclose that the 
messages which are transmitted are to one or more electronic devices of the other 
shoppers. 

Examiner hereby takes official notice that it was well known to those of ordinary 
skill, at the time of the invention, for a user to transmit messages from the electronic 
device of that user to the electronic device of another user. For example, it is common 
to send text message from one cell phone to another user's cell phone, or to send email 
from one PDA where another user can check the sent email in his/her PDA. 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the shopping system of Kaufman to include a shopper transmitting messages to one or 
more electronic devices of the other shoppers, because the claimed invention is merely 
a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately. Furthermore one of ordinary skill in 
the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable, 
therefore the combination has been deemed obvious. 

28. In reference to claim 19, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, further comprising sensing the 
location of the participating shoppers using a sensor system and providing each 
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electronic device with information allowing each participating shopper to monitor the 
locations of at least one other shopper in a shopping area flffl 0008-0009, 0065 [lines 7- 
18]), 0025, 0044, and 0046). 

29. In reference to claim 20, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the individual lists can be 
edited by the participating shoppers Of 0042, and 0065 [lines 32-44]). However, 
Kaufman does not explicitly disclose that the lists can also be edited by one or more 
non-shoppers. 

Marks discloses that the shopping lists can also be edited by one or more non- 
shoppers (col. 28, lines 32-34; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 31 ; and col. 2, lines 40-57). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included in the collaboration shopping system of Kaufman that the 
shopping lists can also be edited by one or more non-shoppers, with the motivation to 
allow members of a shopping group to assist each other (Kaufman: H 0067) as taught 
by Marks over that of Kaufman. 

30. In reference to claim 21 , Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the users can access the 
electronic devices of the participating shoppers via the internet (fflj 0025, 0036, and 
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0040). However, Kaufman does not explicitly disclose that one or more non-shoppers 
can access the electronic devices of the participating shoppers via the internet. 

Marks discloses that one or more non-shoppers can access the electronic 
devices of the participating shoppers via the internet (Abstract, col. 28, lines 32-34, col. 
6, line 63 - col. 7, line 31 , col. 1 , lines 26-33, and col. 2, line 58 - col. 3, line 4). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman that one or more non-shoppers can access 
the electronic devices of the participating shoppers via the internet as taught by Marks 
since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the 
combination each element merely would have performed the same function as it did 
separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of 
the combination were predictable. 

31 . In reference to claims 24 and 25, they recite substantially similar limitations to 
claim 6 and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth above. 

32. In reference to claim 30, it recites substantially similar limitations to claim 28 and 
are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth above. 

33. In reference to claim 31 , Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the message to one or 
more other shoppers is input by the shopper into the communications system 0065 
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[lines 32-44]). However, Kaufman does not explicitly disclose that the message is in text 
form. 

Marks discloses that messages inputted can be in text form (col. 22, lines 5-7). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman that the messages inputted by the shopper 
are in text form as taught by Marks since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the 
same function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 
34. In reference to claims 35, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein each individual list is 
generated from a master list that includes entries describing all the items desired to be 
obtained, wherein the entries of the master list are divided between the individual lists 
(Iffl 0064-0065 [where the "To Do List," which can be accessible by one user and the list 
is public to a select group of people, is a master list containing all the items desired to 
be obtained by all the users in the "select group of users"]). However, Kaufman does not 
explicitly disclose wherein the division of the master list is done so as to achieve an 
approximately equal shopping time for each participating shopper. 
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Marks discloses wherein the division of the master list is done so as to achieve 
an approximately equal shopping time for each participating shopper (col. 2, lines 35-54 
[where the shoppers are given "equal" shopping time before the cart in purged]). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration system of Kaufman wherein the entries are assigned to the individual lists 
so as to achieve an approximately equal shopping time for each participating shopper 
as taught by Marks since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 

35. In reference to claims 37-38, they recite substantially similar limitations to claims 
20-21 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth 
above. 

36. In reference to claims 41-44, they recite substantially similar limitations to claims 
3-6 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth 
above. 

37. In reference to claims 46-48, they recite substantially similar limitations to claims 
11-12, and 14 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale 
set forth above. 

38. In reference to claims 53-56, they recite substantially similar limitations to claims 
3-6 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth 
above. 
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39. In reference to claims 58-60 and 62, they recite substantially similar limitations 
to claims 1 1-12, 14, and 1 9 respectively and are therefore rejected using the same art 
and rationale set forth above. 

40. Claims 7-9, 45, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703) in view of Marks, (U.S. 
6,876,977), and further in view of Chow, (U.S. 6,304,866). 

41 . In reference to claim 7, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above. However, Kaufman does not 
explicitly disclose wherein, during the shopping activity, if one shopper obtains items 
faster than at least one other shopper, the individual lists are rebalanced to move 
entries from at least one individual list to at least one other individual list to 
approximately equalize shopping time between all participating shoppers. 

Chow discloses wherein, during the shopping activity, if one shopper obtains 
items faster than at least one other shopper, the individual lists are rebalanced to move 
entries from at least one individual list to at least one other individual list to 
approximately equalize shopping time between all participating shoppers (col. 5, lines 
13-21 with col. 7, lines 28-48). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman wherein, during the shopping activity, if one 
shopper obtains items faster than at least one other shopper, the individual lists are 
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rebalanced to move entries from at least one individual list to at least one other 
individual list to approximately equalize shopping time between all participating 
shoppers, with the motivation to ultimately save time shopping (Kaufman: ^ 0079) as 
taught by Chow over that of Kaufman. 

42. In reference to claim 8, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the system runs in loops 
through the individual lists after a shopper has designated all items on that shopper's 
individual list as obtained (If 0065 [lines 7-25 where the system runs in loops constantly 
checking for the last list and then the last item on the last list]). However, Kaufman does 
not explicitly disclose the rebalancing. 

Chow discloses the rebalancing (col. 5, lines 13-21 with col. 7, lines 28-48). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman the rebalancing, with the motivation to 
ultimately save time shopping (Kaufman: 0079) and equalize the shopping time 
(Chow: col. 5, lines 13-21 with col. 7, lines 28-48) as taught by Chow over that of 
Kaufman. 

43. In reference to claim 9, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein each individual list includes 
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entries that are provided in a particular order such that when a shopper obtains the last 
item described on that shopper's individual list, the shopper is located close to items on 
a different shopper's list within a shopping area, thereby promoting efficient rebalancing 
of the individual lists (If 0065, and Fig. 4). 

44. In reference to claims 45 and 57, claims 45 and 57 recite substantially similar 
limitations to claim 7 and are therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set 
forth above. 

45. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703) in view of Marks, (U.S. 6,876,977), and further in 
view of Forbes, (U.S. 2002/0079690). 

In reference to claim 15, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above, wherein the entries of the master list 
are divided between the individual lists (Iffi 0064-0065 [where the "To Do List," which 
can be accessible by one user and the list is public to a select group of people, is a 
master list containing all the items desired to be obtained by all the users in the "select 
group of users"]), and Marks discloses wherein the entries are assigned to the individual 
lists so as to achieve an approximately equal shopping time for each participating 
shopper (col. 2, lines 35-54 [where the shoppers are given "equal" shopping time before 
the cart in purged]). However, neither Kaufman nor Marks explicitly disclose wherein 
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the individual lists are generated by dividing the items into categories and dividing the 
categories between individual lists. 

Forbes discloses wherein the individual lists are generated by dividing the items 
into categories and dividing the categories between individual lists fl[ 0022). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman in view of Marks wherein the individual lists 
are generated by dividing the items into categories and dividing the categories between 
individual lists, with the motivation to ultimately save time shopping (Kaufman: If 0079), 
as taught by Forbes over that of Kaufman in view of Marks. 

46. Claims 16, 18, 32, 49, 50 and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703) in view of Marks, (U.S. 
6,876,977), and further in view of Swartz, (U.S. 2003/0132298). 

47. In reference to claim 16, neither Kaufman nor Marks explicitly disclose wherein 
the items on the master list are weighted so as to evenly divide the shopping time 
between shoppers when some of the items may take longer to obtain than other items. 

Swartz discloses wherein the items on the master list are weighted so as to 
evenly divide the shopping time between shoppers when some of the items may take 
longer to obtain than other items (ffl| 0239 and 0120). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman in view of Marks wherein the items on the 
master list are weighted so as to evenly divide the shopping time between shoppers 
when some of the items may take longer to obtain than other items, with the motivation 
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to ultimately save time shopping (Kaufman: 1f 0079), as taught by Swartz over that of 
Kaufman in view of Marks. 

48. In reference to claim 18, neither Kaufman nor Marks explicitly disclose wherein 
generating the individual lists includes putting entries for items that are physically 
located close together on the same individual list. 

Swartz discloses wherein generating the individual lists includes putting entries 
for items that are physically located close together on the same individual list (U 0120 
["The system may also be able to sort the customer's electronic shopping list. . .[t]he 
sorting could be done according to the layout of the store or desired categories"], and H 
0121 ["The list could be arranged by item location, in order of past customer shopping 
patterns or by category"]). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman in view of Marks wherein generating the 
individual lists includes putting entries for items that are physically located close 
together on the same individual list, with the motivation to ultimately save time shopping 
(Kaufman: If 0079), as taught by Swartz over that of Kaufman in view of Marks. 

49. In reference to claim 32, neither Kaufman nor Marks explicitly disclose wherein 
the message to one or more other shoppers is input by the shopper in voice form. 

Swartz discloses wherein the message to one or more other shoppers is input by 
the shopper in voice form fl[ 0048). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman in view of Marks wherein the message to 
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one or more other shoppers is input by the shopper in voice form, as taught by Swartz 
since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the 
combination each element merely would have performed the same function as it did 
separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of 
the combination were predictable. 

50. In reference to claim 50, claim 50 recites substantially similar limitations to claim 
18 and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth above. 

51 . Claims 49 and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703) in view of Marks, (U.S. 6,876,977), further in 
view of Forbes, (U.S. 2002/0079690), and further in view of Swartz, (U.S. 
2003/0132298). 

52. In reference to claim 49, neither Kaufman nor Marks explicitly disclose wherein 
the individual lists are generated by dividing the items into categories and dividing the 
categories between individual lists, wherein the categories of items are weighted so as 
to evenly divide the shopping time between shoppers when different numbers of items 
are in different categories. 

Forbes discloses wherein the individual lists are generated by dividing the items 
into categories and dividing the categories between individual lists flj 0022). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman in view of Marks wherein the individual lists 
are generated by dividing the items into categories and dividing the categories between 
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individual lists, with the motivation to ultimately save time shopping (Kaufman: ^ 0079), 
as taught by Forbes over that of Kaufman in view of Marks. 

However, neither Kaufman, Marks, or Forbes explicitly disclose wherein the 
categories of items are weighted so as to evenly divide the shopping time between 
shoppers when different numbers of items are in different categories. 

Swartz discloses wherein the categories of items are weighted so as to evenly 
divide the shopping time between shoppers when different numbers of items are in 
different categories (fflf 0239 and 0120). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman in view of Marks further in view of Forbes 
wherein the categories of items are weighted so as to evenly divide the shopping time 
between shoppers when different numbers of items are in different categories, as taught 
by Swartz since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in 
the combination each element merely would have performed the same function as it did 
separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of 
the combination were predictable. 

53. In reference to claim 61 , claim 61 recites substantially similar limitations to claim 
49 and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth above. 

54. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703) as applied to claims 1-2 above, further in view of 
Gabos et al., (U.S. 2001/0032130). 
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In reference to claim 17, Kaufman discloses the method, the system, and the 
computer readable medium including program instructions to be implemented by a 
computer, the program instructions, for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
participating users, and implementing steps above. However, Kaufman does not 
explicitly disclose wherein a shopping history of one or more of the participating 
shoppers is taken into account so as to evenly divide the shopping time between 
shoppers when organizing the individual lists. 

Gabos discloses wherein a shopping history of one or more of the participating 
shoppers is taken into account so as to evenly divide the shopping time between 
shoppers when organizing the individual lists flffl 0003, 0006, 0012, and 0063). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the are to include in the 
collaboration shopping system of Kaufman wherein a shopping history of one or more of 
the participating shoppers is taken into account so as to evenly divide the shopping time 
between shoppers when organizing the individual lists, as taught by Gabos since the 
claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each 
element merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination 
were predictable. 

55. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kaufman et al. (U.S. 2002/0120703) as applied to claims 22 and 23 above, and further 
in view of Chow, (U.S. 6,304,866). 
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In reference to claim 27, claim 27 recites substantially similar limitations to claim 
7 and is therefore rejected using the same art and rationale set forth above. 

Conclusion 

56. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Newcomb, Erica; Prashley, Toni; and Stasko, John "Mobile Computing in 
the Retail Arena." CHI 2003, Vol. 5, Number 1 , (April 5-10, 2003): Pages 337- 
344. Discloses using handheld devices (PDAs) for shopping. 

b. Asthana, Abhaya; Cravatts, Mark; and Krzyzanowski, Paul "An Indoor 
Wireless System for Personalized Shopping Assistance." IEEE (1995): Pages 
69-74. Discloses a wireless system used to assist shoppers. 

c. Philippe Morin "Telecom: On the Verge of a New Era." Fiberoptic Product 
News (December 2003): 18, 12; ProQuest Central: Page 4. 

d. Aegerter (U.S. 2002/0069192) discloses collaborative datasources, such 
as shared shopping list that are synchronized each time they are accessed. 

e. Abrams (U.S. 2002/01 38847) discloses a method and system for 
preserving and communicating live views of a remote physical location over a 
computer network where a shared, collaborative, shopping experience emerges. 

f. Haseltine (U.S. 7,174,306) relates to providing electronic access to 
consumer-customized nonverbal information regarding products and services, 
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and may also relate to enabling collaborative shopping for products and services 
using a broadband medium such as the Internet. 

g. Philips et al., (U.S. 6,91 2,507) discloses a method and apparatus for 
interactive shopping. 

h. Kraft (U.S. 2005/0027738) discloses a computer-implemented method and 
system to support in developing a process specification for a collaborative 
process. 

57. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gurkanwaljit Singh whose telephone number is 

(571 )270-5392. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8am- 
5pm EST. 

58. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beth Boswell can be reached on (571)272-6737. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

59. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/GS/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3623 
September 12, 2008 

/Beth V. Boswell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



